
Suitable for ages: 4 years and up

30-60 minutes
Learn

First Nations 
story telling 
through art

What you’ll need
•	� Art paper
•	 Paint
•	 Paint brushes
	� Note: if you don’t have paints  

you could use crayons, marker 
pens or coloured pencils.

First Nations people in 
Australia use symbols  
in art to tell stories.  
These symbols have  
different meanings and 
when they are placed  
in a specific order they 
can tell a story. 

Did you

know?

Instructions

1 Look at the symbol sheet and read 
the meanings of each symbol.

Use the symbols to create your 
own artwork that tells a story. 

2

Write out the meaning of your  
story on the back of your artwork. 

Note: if you don’t feel like  
creating an artwork you could 
write out a story using the  
symbols instead.

3

Use this symbol sheet to create  
an artwork that tells a story.

There symbols were provided courtesy of Artlandish Aboriginal Art Gallery.


